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Luu-Binh and Duong-Le were close friends despite the first being rich and the other being poor.
They studied hard and prepared for examinations. Luu-Binh often invited Duong-Le to his large
home to feed and care for his friend. However, Luu-Binh found excuses to not study and be
more carefree.

Meanwhile, Duong-Le focused almost all his time on studying. Even eating and sleeping were put
on hold at times. It was no surprise when Duong-Le passed the final examination while Luu-Binh
failed.

Duong-Le’s cleverness was noticed and soon he became a high-ranking official. He earned a large
home of his own. Luu-Binh, depressed, spent his money on anything to cheer him up. Yet, the
more money that he spent, the poorer he became. Eventually, Luu-Binh had nothing.

It has been a while since Luu-Binh saw his friend. He hoped that he could find some mercy as he
had helped his friend in the past. Duong-Le, before opening the door, thought how to best help
Luu-Binh. He knew Luu-Binh too well. If he simply gave his friend what he wanted, Luu-Binh
would never learn.

Instead, Duong-Le pretended to be in a rage that someone would be begging at his door and
sent Luu-Binh off. Duong-Le approached his wives about who could look after Duong-Le. The first
two wives said no. The third wife named Chau-Long agreed as long as she was not parted too
long from Duong-Le.
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Luu-Binh dragged his feet. He wanted to prove to Duong-Le that he could still learn, pass that
test, and live a prosperous life.

Chau-Long disguised herself as one selling silks. She offered silks to Luu-Binh who had no money
to buy them. The two of them shared conversations. When Luu-Binh told of his plans to pass the
final examination, Chau-Long encouraged him. She even promised that some of the money from
selling silks could go to him. In time, she said they could be husband and wife if he passed. 

Luu-Binh studied hard and passed the final examination. He ran to find Chau-Long. She had left
to return to her husband, Duong-Le. Though disheartened, he found a job as a high-ranking
official. Luu-Binh wanted revenge on Duong-Le - or at least to prove that he could accomplish the
same feats. As Luu-Binh pounded on the door, Duong-Le swung the door wide and welcomed
him inside. Luu-Binh was taken aback. When Duong-Le called for his wives, Luu-Binh rubbed his
eyes as Chau-Long stood there. Duong-Le and Chau-Long explained the plan and how she was
never going to marry him. They only wanted him to succeed in life. All was forgiven. To this day,
Luu-Binh and Duong-Le are the closest of friends.


