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A king often roamed his kingdom in disguise so he could better care for his people. While he still had
spies to report, he preferred to receive as much information from first-hand experience.

One day, while in disguise, the king happened upon six thieves in the middle of a robbery. Despite being
alone, the king felt torn to not help at all. The king battled the robbers. Such fighting caught the
attention of five young men. These five assisted the king. Together, they won against the thieves. The
young men offered to take the king back home, not seeing through the disguise.

The king refused to be led the entire way home, but let the men walk quite a distance with him.
Meanwhile, the king found out where each of the five men lived. As the king waved off the young men,
the king decided to send invitations to them. The king snuck into his palace and got to work.

The young men received the invitations the next day. They were told to come to the royal court, but no
reason was given. They worried. Yet, they all arrived. They discovered that the person they had helped
was really the king.
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Rather than have the young men bow, the king embraced them and offered to grant a wish for each.

The first young man said that he had a house that was falling apart. He wished for it to be fixed.

"Granted!" said the king.

The second young man said that he wished to start a business and needed some supplies to launch the
idea to then provide for his family. 

"Granted!" said the king.

The third young man explained that he was knowledgeable but lacked a job.

"Granted!" said the king and have a highly-sought after appointment.

The fourth young man struggled to decide. Finally, he shared that his village had a run-down road and
wished for the road to be smooth so that businesses could thrive again.

"Granted!" said the king.

Finally, the fifth young man stammered, "I...have a small thing to ask. Could you be my guest for a day
every year?"

For the first time, the king paused. The king did promise a wish no matter how big or small. After much
through, the king said, "Granted!"

The other four young men thought the fifth one was not thinking straight and left for their homes.

However, to plan for the visit from the king, the house had to be repaired and be worthy and
comfortable for the king. Many servants and staff as well as a regular sum of money was given to the
young man to maintain and sustain the home. As the king had to travel to this home, a wide highway
was built that was the smoothest of its kind from the village to the palace. Then, the young man had to
be given a high enough post in the court due to being a host to the king. As it was determined that the
young man was intelligent, he was offered the king's princess in marriage. This solved the problem of
the king visiting a stranger to visiting family.

So the small thing asked by the young man was not so small after all. He got everything and more.
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